
Special Recognition- 

 Wayne County Schools highlighted some of the recent students’ achievements in the 

arts, along with extra exposure to performance art currently being presented to students. 

Students who were recognized at the monthly meeting excelled at the highest levels by being 

selected for the prestigious Governor’s School for the Arts, two finalists in the Excellence in 

Entrepreneurship Awards Program, one nominee for an Appalachian Leaders in Education 

(AppLE) Award, a winning technical merit award for a student produced animated film, being ca 

 With the help of the 21st Century Program and the Extension Office, students at various 

schools have already benefitted from theatrical performances brought to them through the 

Lexington Arts and Kentucky Arts Council for “Anansi the Spider”, as well as a performances 

through the UK Opera Schmidt Outreach Program of” Jack and the Beanstalk”. This spring 

students can look forward to a performance from Lexington Children’s Theatre as well, “Then 

They Came for Me” dealing with WWII. 21st Century students at both Wayne County Monticello 

Elementary and Wayne County Middle School have a drama club and will be performing for the 

public, plus they will be traveling to see a live performance. WCMS students will get a chance to 

participate in SCC’s Teen Theatre Competition once again. The WCHS Drama Club is another 

means to offering students drama experience. Last year, the high school students did an 

outstanding job performing  Macbeth downtown at the Wayne Theater. This December, the 

Wayne County High School Drama Club students will be performing The Wizard of Oz at the 

local theater. 

 The Board of Ed took a virtual tour of recent artistic contributions made by high school 

students Monica and Erica Withers and Nicholas Kidd. Monica and Nicholas had the privilege of 

participating in the Governor’s School for the Arts program this past summer in the fields of 

architecture and drama. They were amongst 200 of Kentucky’s finest young artists attending a 

three-week camp of intense arts instruction on the Transylvania campus. High school 

sophomores and juniors have to audition and be selected to the highly competitive program in 

9 different arts disciplines: Architecture, Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, Instrumental Music, 

Musical Theatre, New Media, Visual Art and Vocal Music. Students made new friends and 

explored their creativity. They are now eligible for a host of scholarships. 

 Nicholas was nominated for a Forward in the Fifth AppLE Award (Appalachian Leaders in 

Education) for going above and beyond the call of duty as a student in education, as well as 

helping other’s lives in Southern and Eastern Kentucky. He is the public affairs officers for 

JROTC, is a member of the highly competitive Raider Team (which he says is the hardest thing 

he has ever done), and has performed in plays and productions at school and at SCC for many 

years.  He has recently been cast in SCC’s fall performance of “The Spoon River Anthologies and 



SCC’s Reader’s Theater. He won a technical merit award for his animated film, “Purposes.”  He 

has performed in 5 school plays, 4 Shakespeare plays, and a lot of monologue competitions. 

 Monica most recently received 2 state fair blue ribbons for her visual art paintings, 

along with local blue ribbons. She and her sister Erica (who was also a GSA participant the 

previous year) were recognized last week for their collection of tourism videos about Wayne 

County.  They were the youngest nominees attending the 2013 Excellence in Entrepreneurship 

Awards (EIEA) program recognizing the region’s top small business owners, entrepreneurs, and 

non-profit organizations from Southern and Eastern Kentucky for their creative spirit of 

entrepreneurship. The awards luncheon was held on Sept. 9th at the Center for Rural 

Development in Somerset. After the luncheon one of the fellow nominees asked them about 

making a video of their non-profit business. 

 The virtual tour was as follows: 

1)  Showed a GSA video explaining the 9 disciplines (focused on architecture and 

drama) 

2) Showed the KET student video website where Wayne County Schools have 

dominated in the samples of video work being published. (showed Eco Friendly 

Furniture/Molly Dalton providing music selections to nursing homes) 

3) MEW Productions video interview for their nomination to the 2013 Excellence in 

Entrepreneurship Awards (EIEA) program for their efforts to grow the region’s 

economy through promotional tourism videos.  

4) A sample of Nicholas Kidd’s acting was taken from “Comedy of Errors” at SCC 

Summer Children’s Theatre. The play was directed by Ashley Sullivan a former 

Wayne County graduate.   



 

 



 

 



 

    

    


