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Re: Special Recognition at Board of Education Meeting

Bell Elementary Principal Donna Rice welcomed the board members and parents to the meeting
on Sept. 20" sharing some of the very special events that occur on a daily basis at the second, third, and
fourth grade school which houses the largest student enrollment amongst the district's elementary
schools at 554. Bell Elementary has 42 certified teachers and 31 para-professionals and staff. Their
mission statement is "Excellence for Everyone-No Exceptions-No Excuses"

"We believe that "Excellence" means first and foremost a loving and nurturing environment.
Whatever it takes to make each and every child special and have the best day yet at Bell Elementary. We
realize that before our students can learn, they must internalize how much we truly care and want the
very best for them. We have always been extremely proud of the academic accomplishments of our
students and we will continue to guide them to academic excellence through a loving and secure
environment," explained Rice.

Six Bell Elementary students - Callie Phillips, Ben Vickery, Madison Smith, Chandler Humble,
Chloye Rice, and Shalora Neely - shared their written reflections on Bell Elementary. Bell Elementary
student Natalie Hutchinson presented the board with a podcast demonstration using a cell phone. A
Microsoft Windows Movie Maker software program was used to present a wonderful movie of a typical
week at Bell Elementary.



Bell Elementary Principal Donna Rice speaks before the board members



L-R: Shalora Neely, Callie Phillips, Chloye Rice, Ben Vickery, and Natalie Hutchinson were joined by
Vice Chairperson Donna Blevins and Superintendent John Dalton after they presented them with
certificates for their written reflections and podcast demonstration.

(Not Pictured: Chandler Humble and Madison Smith)



Bell Elementary Student Ben Vickery

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

Hello and welcome to Bell Elementary! We appreciate you coming to our school for your meeting
tonight. Not only do we appreciate you being here tonight, but we want to take this opportunity to
thank you for making sure our school has so much state-of-the-art technology! The two new
technology labs in our school, the Apple MacBooks, the iPods, and all the SMARTboards in each
classroom, have truly enhanced instruction at our school! That is why we would lvoe to ask for your
help to purchase even more technology.

First, we appreciate our iPod Touches. We got so excited last year every time we got to use them!
Right now, we have quite a few free apps synced to these, but there are so many more apps that
could be synced to them if we had more funds to pay for them. What I mean by this is, we have some
free math fact drills that are fun and challenging to us. This great technology could help us learn our
basic addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division facts. But, there are many more math learning
apps available that are even better and taht we could purchase for a small fee for each one. There are
also many books that have been synced to listen to on our iPods. However, as I said there are so



many greater interactive books and games for helping us practice our reading skills, that with some
more funding, the sky is the limit for making learning more fun! It would be super if you would
consider granting us extra funds to purchase more educational apps for our iPods.

Another area of technology that we require help with purchasing is more Apple MacBooks. My teachers
have been trained to use these and ahve serveral others at our school. When we got to use them last
year, we thought they were easy to use and there were so many ways teachers could use them to
help us learn what we need to. For example, it was easy for kids and teachers to make a podcast to
help our understanding of what our teachers are trying to help us learn. In fact, some of our
classmates last year were involved in making podcasts and it turned out to be fun and exciting to
watch their projects and know that we could do this, too. With more Macbooks in our classrooms to
enhance our learning experiences even more.

In conclusion, we want to thank you again for conducting your meeting at our school. We also
appreciate all of our new technology that you helped us to have! It has made learning so much more
fun! We hope you consider our request for even more funding for technology at Bell Elementary. I can
see the happy smiles on the faces of so many kids now and in the future while they are learning and
communicating for the 21st Century!

Ben Vickery

Bell Elementary Chandler Humble

Bell Elementary, My School



Bell Elementary, my school
where...
we get time to read
a good book each day
to participate in the
Accelerated Reading program
And
where...
Successmaker in the
technology lab
is something fun and challenging
to look forward to

each week.

Bell Elementary, my school
where...
we love to learn and

practice our math and reading skills
on our classroom SMARTboards

and IPods
and
where...
kids take turns leading
the morning announcements.
Bell Elementary, my school
where...
we get to "Take 10"
to improve our health
and
where...

our teachers take care of us



and are lots of fun!

Bell Elementary, my school
and

the best school ever!

By: Chandler Humble

X

Bell Elementary Student Madison Smith

The Chapter Book

My teacher,
sittin' in the authors's chair,
with curls
hanging around her face
and readin'

A Week in the Woods




to us,
She
lingers patiently for comments
after each page.

Then, she carefully
turns the page to continue.
Many curious
eyes are watching
the SMARTboard as
a new page appears under the
document camera
all ears are tuned in,
several bodies are movin' around
as the story gets good.

"I pulled a tooth!"
comes the call.

Still smilin',
her reply is spoken.
"Okay, head on up
to the nurse."

A sweet smile
lets her know she can continue.
The chapter goes on.

By: Madison Smith



Bell Elementary Student Chloye Rice

Bell Elementary

No exceptions! No excuses!
Students are learning!

Teachers are teaching!

Clasrooms full

Of hard working students.



Getting books from the library,

Reading each one!

Playing on the playground,

Laughing with our friends

Excerising in the gym,

Becoming healthy as we play

Making each and every day

the very best it can be!

Students are learning.
Teachers are teaching.
Itis
Excellence for everyone

at Bell Elementary!

By: Chloye Rice



Bell Elementary Student Shalora Neely

Bell Elementary,

a great place to be!

You may see strange things.
Ms. Donna
hair painted bright purple.
Mr. York

diving in a pool.



All of us,

celebrating great attendance!

You may see lots of learning!
A praying mantis,
in a critter cage.
Fossils,
drying on the shelf.
Multiplying,
with Math Magician on the computer.
Researching,
in the Encyclopedia the at the library.
All of us,

working hard at Bell Elementary!

You may see students playing!
Standing still,
waiting to hit the Dodge Ball.
Having cookies and lemonade,
at an AR tea celebration.
Singing a song,
with the Bell Tones.
Painting with Primary Colors,
In Art Class.
All of us, making new friends,
as we learn and play,

at Bell Elementary!

By: Shalora Neely



Bell Elementary Student Callie Phillips

Dear New Bell Elementary Student,

Welcome to our school! You should be so excited that you are going to be strolling down the hallways of this school! | have had
some great days of learning right here! Since | want you to experience the joy of our school, too, | have some important
information for you. Three really important and fun things that go on here at Bell are SuccessMaker, Accelerated Reading, and
using iPods in your classroom.

First, SuccessMaker is the name of a computer program that we have on the computers in our two technology labs! | know you
may have used SuccessMaker at Walker Elementary, but since we have two labs, you will get to use this technology even more.
You will practice math and reading skills in a fun way! Amazingly, the computers remember what you have mastered and what
you need to work on! Then, it keeps reviewing the skills until you can be successful with each one! It is very exciting when you
finally understand something you use to have trouble with. For example, | use to have trouble understanding how to convert
fractions into decimals, but since Successmaker kept reveiwing me over and over, | can do it, now!

The second item | mentioned was our Accelerated Reader program. The first step to this program, is taking a test called the
STAR reading test. You will take one of these each nine weeks. This tells your teacher what grade level you reading on. Then,
your teacher will set a point goal for you each nine weeks, and it is your job to reach it! You have to go to the library and check
out books on your reading level and practice reading as much as you can! You'll find yourself getting better and better at



reading! There are many rewards throughout the year for you reaching or exceeding your goal! It is an exciting program and
books can take you so many places you've never been before. You're going to love it! Good luck and enjoy!

Finally, | want to tell you about the new iPod touches we got last year! The teachers have put many fun educational apps on
these and it is fun using them. | listened to books on them, practiced math facts, and watched podcasts from other schools on
the last year! My classmates and | were so excited every time our teacher checked them out of the library for us to use! You'll
love them, too! They are just another great reason to look forward to being a student here at Bell Elementary.

In conclusion, I'd like to once again, welcome you to your new school! There are so many other great things about our school, |
could never tell you about them all, but you'll find out for yourself in no time at all! Have an awesome year!

Callie Phillips

Bell Elementary Student Natalie Hutchinson

Alexandra the Garden Spider



Alexandra is a garden spider.
I caught her at my Granny's house.

A garden spider lives in grassy meadows or near the eaves of houses.
They buid large webs that have zig zag pattern in the middle.
This large web catches insects for them to eat.

The female garden spider grows very large. She is black and yellow.
The male spider is much smaller than the female and is totally brown.

Alexandra the garden spider was fun to bring to school!

By: Natalie Hutchinson




Natalie Hutchinson presented the board with a podcast demonstration with the help of Tech Director Jeremy Massengale



Tech Coordinator Valerie Hutchinson explained the podcast process



Bell Elementary Secretaries Cindy Gregory, Shelia Conley,and Georgia Dick served as hostesses for a
reception after the board meeting.



