WAYNE COUNTY ATC HOSTS SEPTEMBER BOARD OF
EDUCATION MEETING

The Wayne County Area Technology Center, one of 53 KY Tech ATCs
that provide career and technical education programs for 129 school districts
statewide, hosted the September Board of Education monthly meeting.
Wayne County School District is fortunate to partner with the ATC which is led
by John Kinnett. The primary purpose of the ATCs is to serve high school
students by enhancing and expanding student career options that lead to a
continuation of postsecondary level education and/or successful employment
from high school. A secondary role is to serve the needs of and partner with
local communities in economic development and training efforts.

The local ATC does an exceptional job of training students for jobs.
During the meeting, one of the courses that prepares students for the
workforce - housed in the recently remodeled Machine Tool classroom — was
highlighted. Instructor Mark Smith, a veteran teacher of 17 years at the local
vocational facility gave an informative tour of his classroom where students
learn how to operate computerized machining where they make parts out of
metal.



Smith is a Wayne County High School graduate and worked in Lexington
as a tool and die maker for nine years before returning home to the ATC
school. He shared samples of his students’ work ranging from tractor pins to
candle stick holders to hammers. ATC student Jacob Ogle was present to
demonstrate skills he has learned on equipment like the CNC (Computerized
Numerical Control) milling machine and the CNC lathe.

The course has met the NIMS (National Institute Metalworking Skills),
Inc. certification requirements for the past eight years, which is the industry’s
nod of approval. Students may earn ONET and Skill Standards through their
participation in the various leveled classes. As a matter of fact, last year’s
students had a high ranking of 60 percent pass rate on the Skill Standards for
the KOSSA (Kentucky Occupational Skills Standards Association) exam
which greatly contributed to the high school’s remarkably high Career College
Readiness score.

The fully equipped classroom includes: numerous band saws, surface
grinders, lathes, and drill presses worth an estimated $350,000. The adjoining
classroom has newly installed lockers for the students, as well. Smith has
placed numerous students in the work force with the skills they obtain from the
course. He currently has students working at: Monticello Tool and Die,
Belden’s, Toyota TTAI, American Woodmark, and Cagel’s. He also has
students who have secured employment in Somerset, Covington, and
Cookeville, TN; as well as one student interviewing for a machinist job in
Byrdstown, TN.



Wayne County ATC Senior Jacob Ogle, son of Laura and Todd Ogle, shared
his expertise using a conventional lathe cutting a five degress taper for a
hammer handle in Mark Smith's Machine Tool classroom at the local ATC



ATC student Jacob Ogle demonstrates the lathe for board member Donna
Blevins and Superintendent Wayne Roberts



Teacher Mark Smith explaining a taper



Jacob uses the lathe to cut the metal on his hammer handle down to size



Teacher Mark Smith discusses his classroom with board members Nancy
Duncan and Patty Roberts



Board members gather around Jacob to observe his metal design project on a
lathe in the workshop



