
WAYNE COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL WELL REPRESENTED AT 
GOVERNOR'S SCHOLAR PROGRAM 

 

                Wayne County Schools were well represented by five local seniors 
who had the privilege of attending the prestigious five-week academic course 
this past summer. The students traveled to Bellarmine, Murray, and Morehead 
State University to live in college dormitories and attend stimulating learning 
adventures where the program was hosted. 

                Each of the local students – Morgan Sexton, Nicholas Kidd, Braxton 
Shearer, Emily L. Bertram, and Carson Staples - learned a great deal about 
themselves and their classmates, developing long-lasting friendships. A 
dedicated staff of teachers worked closely with the scholars in classes, 
seminars and on field trips. They were treated to special speakers, events, 
and recreational opportunities. Each of the local students experienced fun and 
knowledge in their unique college campus environment. 

                Governor’s Scholar Program originated in 1983 and is designed for 
Kentucky’s outstanding high school students. The core curriculum for these 
summer residential programs includes: 

                *Focus Area:  a “major” subject of study 



                *General Studies: an area of study assigned by staff to challenge 
the scholars. Service-learning components are included. 

                *Seminar and discussion-based small group session 

                In order to participate in the program, students were nominated by 
their high schools and then competed for admission on a statewide basis. The 
local students participated in a rigorous application process, having to meet 
high academic profiles, besides submitting an essay. 

                Approximately 1,000 students attended the program at no cost. It is 
funded through the Office of the Governor, the Kentucky State Legislature, 
and private enterprise. The program yields impressive scholarship 
opportunities to Kentucky universities for the students. 

Braxton Shearer  



 



                Braxton Shearer, 16, also attended Bellarmine University where his 
Focus Area was Biological and Environmental Issues. He studied sound and 
the anatomy of the ear learning how different species hear. He especially 
enjoyed a behind the scene tours how animals respond to sound at the 
Louisville Zoo. 

                “I enjoyed being amongst the 365 classmates at Bellarmine. I met 
most of them and became good friends with several of them,” said Braxton. 

                Braxton has a 4.048 GPA and 26 ACT score and has worked as a 
peer tutor at the high school through the ESS program, as well as helping with 
the ACT Prep class. His interests include teaching and accounting, which he 
hopes will become a double major for him in college. While at GSP during a 
college fair, he spoke to representatives of Lindsey Wilson College which may 
lead him to attend the private college. In the meantime, he and the other 
students have taken a wealth of college courses at Wayne County High 
School. 

                He believes his community service leadership helped him get into 
GSP. In November he goes up for his Eagle Scout Board of Review. He 
completed his project this past spring by building an 18 x 15 shelter at the 
pistol range at the local Sportsman’s Club. The shelter gives shooters 
protection from the weather and helps keep the sun out of shooter’s eyes 
which is an added safety feature. He worked on a blueprint towards the 
construction and did a lot of research online to create the project. He has 
been a Senior Patrol Leader for Boy Scout Troop 164 since fifth grade. 

                Braxton has been a member of the DECA Club, FCA, and Yearbook 
Staff. His favorite subject is Math and Science is his second pick. He is the 
son of Cindy New and Chris Shearer. 

Nicholas Kidd 



 



                Nicholas Kidd, 17, attended Murray State University where his focus 
was on Dramatic Expression. He is an alumni of Governor’s School for the 
Arts where he studied Drama during the previous summer. 

                “Drama has really helped me out,” said Nicholas. His passion and 
experience in theater helped get him into the GSP and GSA programs where 
he gained valuable experience. 

                Nicholas has a 4.143 GPA and 24 ACT score. He is currently 
serving as the WC JROTC battalion commander and is a captain for the 
Raider Team. He has served as the 4-H Ambassador Program president three 
out of the last five years and has been active in 4-H Shooting Sports and the 
Speech competition. 

                During GSP, one of Nicholas’ showcase performances was 
highlighted in a shout out in the resident assistant’s weekly updates which 
meant a lot to him. His experience at GSP really opened him up to learning 
new things. “It taught me how to think outside the box, as well as having the 
gumption to act on my outside the box ideas.” 

                One of the highlights of his sessions was seeing a bison and hiking 
through trails along Lake Barkley. His general studies class led him on an 
interesting tour of the community of Murray. 

                Nicholas made such an impression at GSP that he was selected to 
be interviewed in a documentary on GSP that KET is producing that should be 
out this spring. He has an outstanding service learning record with over 2,000 
community service hours logged. “It’s better to help someone else than 
yourself…be a servant,” is his philosophy. 

                He plays the piano at Big Springs Baptist Church and also 
sometimes teaches. He is the son of Katherine and Doug Kidd. 

                Nicholas said he was sad to leave all the scholars he met, but it 
made him realize the importance of forming close relationships with people. It 
inspired him to get a hug a week, make five new friends a month, go to 
Zumba Class, and keep a 95 or higher in all of his classes. 

Morgan Sexton 



 



                Morgan turned 17-years-old during her Governor’s Scholar 
experience at Bellarmine University in Louisville. She chose Journalism as her 
focus area since she hopes to major in Communications next year when she 
goes to college. She enjoyed taking photos and touring the Courier-Journal 
Newspaper, but she found her General Studies Class most interesting. She 
got to go to a Tai Qi Marshall Arts class and work with some of the grand 
masters. Another fun memory was teaching a balloon animal class to a class 
of 30 individuals through the Pros and Joes club at GSP. 

                “My favorite part was having 365 brother and sisters (the students) 
and 44 Moms and Dads (teachers, resident advisors, and office staff),” noted 
Morgan. 

                Morgan has a 4.0 GPA and 31 ACT score. She has served as 
president of the BETA Club, a Gifted and Talented member, Art Club member, 
yearbook staff member, former leader of the Scribes Club, and is a school 
district webmaster. She has a part time job videoing the monthly fiscal court 
meetings. She enjoys playing the piano at her church – Old Union Separate 
Baptist Church at Slickford. She is the daughter of Pam and Dwight Sexton. 

Emily L. Bertram  



 



                 Emily Bertram, 17, traveled to Morehead State University where 
she selected International Relations as her focus area. During her general 
studies focus she studied alternative jobs that were considered to be blue 
collar jobs, instead of college career tracks. She had fun learning to make rain 
barrels for recycling projects and corn hole tables. Another highlight was 
‘geese wrangling’ which involved herding Canadian Geese at a fish hatchery. 

                “I met lots of new friends that I hope to be in college with next year,” 
said Emily. She plans on attending the University of Kentucky and hopes to 
become a pediatric nurse practitioner. 

                Emily has a 4.0 GPA and 27 ACT score. She believes her strongest 
subject is English. She enjoys FCA where she serves as a Huddle Leader. 
She has a lovely voice and shares her talent at local ballgames and at First 
Baptist Church where she is a member of the youth group. 

                She has also managed to find the time to be a Red Cross Certified 
Life Guard at the Aspire Center. She is the daughter of Peggy and Todd 
Bertram. 

Carson Staples 



 



                Carson Staples also attended Morehead State University where he 
studied Journalism. He enjoyed touring WKYT and getting to interview the 
anchors and learning what was necessary in their path to get to their level of 
professionalism. 

                Another highlight was interviewing veterans at an exposition in their 
honor. The video documentary created was then filed in the Morehead 
Veteran’s Museum. 

                He used his skills to help anchor a newscast he and his peers 
created on the GSP campus which was shown at the conclusion of the five-
week program. Carson had a slight leg up on his focus area since he works at 
WKYM Radio Station part time. 

                Taking him outside his comfort zone, Carson’s general studies class 
revolved around World Religions. That took him to a Buddhist Temple where 
he had the opportunity to meditate with a Buddhist. He also visited a 
Montessori during the unique study. 

                “It was four hours away and really a different experience for me 
having come from Monticello,” said Carson. 

                Carson has a 4.0 GPA and has attended Rogers Explorer, 
Entrepreneur Leadership Institute, and Rogers Scholar over the past several 
summers. “I’ve been very lucky to get to do that,” he said. 

                He has attended KUNA/KYA, and is a member of FCA.  He has 
volunteered at the Somerset hospital through the Healthcare Explorers 
program for the past three or four years. He is an outstanding athlete and 
played golf and basketball for many years. He is also an avid tennis player. 

                Carson plans to attend the University of Kentucky and major in 
either pre-law or journalism. He is the son of Shannon and Stephen Staples. 
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https://www3.wayne.kyschools.us/userfiles/162/GSP%20Powerpoint.pptx

