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                Wayne County High School Senior Haley Saylor was fortunate to 
have the opportunity to attend the Governor’s School for Entrepreneurs (GSE) 
where creative, free-thinking teens shared and developed their ideas for 
innovative products and services. GSE students are empowered to make a 
positive impact on their communities through innovation and to become the 
business leaders of tomorrow. Haley explained that the program emphasizes 
innovation and design to help students build a sustainable business model. 

                Haley lived on the Georgetown College campus where she was 
exposed to experiential learning sessions, hands on design sessions and co-
curricular activities. Students have a lot of fun while turning their ideas into 
real products. 

                Haley, 17, said there were 62 students at the three-week program, 
and she managed to have a meal with every student there. “We became a 
very tight-knit group,” she explained. “They matched us up into 16 teams or 
startup businesses.” 

                I applied as an individual and my business was called SizeSwap. 
Her unique business was designed as an app on a phone that translates shoe 
sizes from one brand to another. She handled the graphic design and 
aesthetics. In fact, she ranked highest in aesthetics out of all 62 students. 

                She claimed she got thrown into the graphic design aspect and had 
to watch a lot of YouTube tutorials to bring herself up to speed. 

                “My favorite part of my project was learning how much work goes 
into it with all of the details. We pivoted our idea four or five times before we 
were satisfied with it. I was the only student from South Central Kentucky and 
the rest of my team members were from Lexington, Covington, and Louisville,” 
she said. “My team placed in the top five.” 

 Students are on teams in the following focus areas: 

*Information Technology Ideas – Ideas in web-based platforms, mobile 
applications, video game development or computer programs. 

*Product or Service Ideas – a physical product or service 

*New methods or business models – A new way of delivering or experiencing 
a product or service. 

 Ideas that utilized science, technology, engineering, or math skills were given 
the highest consideration. 

One of the many highlights of the program was meeting Papa John where she 
toured his pizza factory. They also toured a food chain in Lexington producing 



food for a restaurant, as they studied sustainability. She met a lot of business 
people and learned the importance of balance in their lives.     

A minimum of seven colleges and universities offer scholarships to students 
who have participated in this program. 

“I was thankful I got to go. It was a really neat learning experience and the 
skills I learned can be used in the real world,” said the soccer player, who is 
also in FBLA, Art Club, Yearbook and Gifted and Talented Studies at Wayne 
County High School. She is the daughter of Trese’ Frowein. 
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