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          Allison J. Cooper had the honor of attending the Kentucky Center 
Governor’s School for the Arts three-week summer course. The program 
guides over 200 of Kentucky’s finest young artists through an intensive 
immersion into the arts on the campus of Centre College in Danville. Allison 
participated in visual arts which was one of the nine different arts disciplines 
(Other areas included: architecture, creative writing, dance, drama, 
instrumental music, musical theatre, new media and vocal music). 

         Allison is now eligible for a host of scholarships and educational 
opportunities. Representatives from some 70 colleges and universities from 
across the country audition and interview graduates in the fall during GSA's 
College and Career Day. Plus, 24 colleges and universities welcome GSA 
alums with scholarships, just for having completed the program. 

         Wayne County High School Art Teacher Tim Withers served as Allison’s 
school mentor and attended the final gallery opening of the students’ works 
this summer. 

         “He is the one who told me about GSA in the first place,” said Allison. 
She also appreciated the art lessons she has taken since November with 
Burkesville artist Bill Guffey. She has worked on oil painting and is now in 
charcoal class during her private lessons. 

         “I picked drawing up at an early age. My grandmother, Geneva Cooper, 
helped me with water colors,” said Allison. 

         “When I was younger, I stumbled across portraits, so I drew faces over 
and over trying to perfect my skills. By the time I got to middle school, I 
thought I might be good at this,” recalled Allison. 

         She was thankful to the GSA program for getting her out of her comfort 
zone and be open to new ideas. “It helps not to be afraid to make mistakes 
and go for a new idea and just see how it turns out,” she said. 

         Allison, 17, is also a pianist and especially likes English class and of 
course art class at Wayne County High School. She has taken several college 
classes and is a 4-H Ambassador and member of FCA. She is the daughter of 
Demetria and Johnny Cooper.   
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