CONGRATULATIONS TO WAYNE COUNTY NUTRITION
SERVICES DIRECTOR ON WELL EARNED STATE RECOGNITION
AWARD

Karen Gibson, SNS

Wayne County Schools

Congratulations to Wayne County Nutrition Services Director Karen Gibson on earning the
Kentucky School Nutrition Association (KSNA) Director of the Year Award. It comes as no surprise to
Wayne County School employees that Gibson received this state award after serving Wayne County
students and the staff for 20 years in such a professional manner.

She is so deserving of this award from her peers because of the many accomplishments to her
school district and field of endeavor. She has fond memaories of her first lobbying efforts in Washington
D.C. with her peers in support of eliminating reduced price meals. We are so proud that her efforts paid
off and all of our students now enjoy free meals through the community eligibility provision.

Locally, she has expanded the School Breakfast and Summer Feeding programs, as well as
collaborating with the high school agriculture department, extension service, and master gardeners to
create the successful school garden that teaches students about growing and harvesting fresh produce.
She and her food service staff have helped move the dial forward on the farm to school efforts over the
past five years. The school cafeterias receive fresh produce at no charge during the growing season that
stretches from August to December. It has raised the culinary edge for food service and kitchens have
been moving toward more scratch cooking using the fresh products in recipes. The cost savings has been
about $20,000 enabling the department to provide a fresh salad bar at the high school, which goes with
any meal option daily. More and more students are selecting the fresh vegetables from the garden on
their food trays due to her department’s efforts.

In addition, Karen represented Wayne County Schools when we received the “Best Practice
Award” from the USDA in 2016. Wayne County was the only school in Kentucky to receive that award.



We are also very proud that Karen was honored once again at a Red Carpet Awards Ceremony at
the Annual National Conference in Atlanta in July.

Thank you for putting Wayne County Schools on the map and more importantly educating our
children on better nutritional habits that will serve them a lifetime.

Karen Gibson receives her award for Kentucky Director of the Year at the
State Conference in Covington, Kentucky.
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Karen Gibson's quote at the SNA Awards Ceremony in Atlanta, Georgia
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Karen Gibson was recognized at the National Conference in Atlanta,
Georgia, for her Kentucky State Director of the Year Award

District Nutrition Service Director Karen Gibson accepts flowers from Board
Chairperson Donna Blevins at the monthly board meeting held on August 8




Chief Information Officer Johnny Chalin reviews privacy policies and
information about the Chromebook intiative being set in to motion at Wayne
County Schools at the Board Meeting



