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Wayne County educators focus on student learning at a national level

Wayne County School students will be benefitting from some fresh learning opportunities in
their classrooms that meet national standards during the new school year.

Kentucky is the first state in the nation to fully implement the national standards and is being
considered a model for the nation, so local teachers are excited to be in the forefront of the movement.
Wayne County Schools traditionally take a proactive stance in initiating any improvements to student
learning.

The Wayne County Board of Education gave their nod of approval to the district’s educators who
have been busy working on “student learning” this summer as they prepare for the upcoming school
year. Students will begin to learn through these newly created units of instruction beginning on the first
day of classes, scheduled for August 10. The units coordinate with the new Kentucky Academic Core
Content Standards (KACCS) designed to optimize learning on a daily basis.

Local educators studied the upgraded KACCS during the past school year so they would be able
to implement them in a timely manner as they take affect this school year. “We are proud of our
teachers for embracing these standards and all the strategies to boost learning in our district. We are
very fortunate to have such a professional staff that wants to offer our children the very best education
possible,” said Wayne County Superintendent John Dalton.

“Our teachers have worked so hard this summer grasping the new teaching techniques,” Wayne
County Schools Director of Instruction Winona Griggs told the Wayne County Board of Education during
their monthly meeting on Monday, July 18". “They have volunteered many hours above and beyond the
call of duty to make sure they are ready for the students when they return. Their goal is to have the
standards embedded into the units of study when school starts.”

The teachers’ work is not simply understanding the standards, either. They have studied the
work of nationally recognized educators to focus even more on strategies to student learning. They have
built professional learning communities, participated in professional development trainings, and also
benefitted from the district’s partnership with Dr. Charles Whitaker, a long time friend and visiting
consultant to the district. He has been assisting them with the new standards and program reviews in
writing, humanities, practical living, and career studies.



Griggs shared Mike McKay’s claim that a student is a learner when: he remembers what he can
already do, knows what he can’t do yet, can identify one or two next steps that would improve his
work, has some strategies for getting ‘unstuck’, and is sufficiently confident to take risks.

In addition, teachers have learned from the work of Rick Stiggins who professes “when we get it
right,” teachers use assessment to build student confidence rather than failure and defeat.

“There is no way we can get the new standards accomplished, if we forget the students...the
students have to take ownership,” Griggs said. She explained that students have to be informed about
the standards they are expected to achieve on a regular basis, in terms they can understand. Teachers
will be sharing the criteria and samples of high-quality work so students can model that behavior.
Students can expect customized lessons that have assessments which are accurately aligned with the
learning target. The assessments which might range from quizzes to projects to performances will help
guide teaching and learning. Students will know how to plan and improve their learning through
frequent, constructive, and immediate feedback from instructors.

“Communication is very important,” noted Griggs. “The child will show the teacher that he or
she has learned the skills.”

“So, our students will be exposed to national standards, with affective teaching strategies and
continual assessments,” said Superintendent Dalton. “We have also updated a lot of the learning
materials to match our 21* century learners. We have been transitioning from textbooks to electronic
means. Our students regularly access information through online programs that better meet their needs
in our global world.”



