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 The Wayne County Board of Education gave educators an enthusiastic ‘thumbs up’ after 

reviewing some exciting and extensive plans to take learning to the next level in the upcoming school 

year, as well as good news for families who will no longer pay for school breakfast or lunch. 

In an attempt to see local children achieve and learn more, the Wayne County Schools Food 

Nutrition Services Department is implementing tough new federal nutrition standards, coupled with the 

approval to participate in the Community Eligibility Option (CEO) program with USDA which allows the 

district to provide meal service to all students at no charge, regardless of economic status.  

“All of our students will get a free breakfast and lunch every day beginning this fall,” explained 

Wayne County Food Service Director Karen Gibson. “To meet the CEO criteria for free meals, schools 

must meet a specific direct certification criteria related to government public assistance. All of our 

schools exceeded that percentage and as a district 81 percent are living at or below the federal poverty 

line.” 

This program is part of President Obama’s Healthy, Hunger Free Kids Act (HHFKA) of 2010 in 

order to improve nutritional access to children. Without the help of this new CEO program, the school 

district would have been mandated by the HHFKA to raise meal prices next year by $ .50 for all 

elementary levels. Districts are currently required to submit annually meal pricing equity calculations, 

which automatically mandates the price of meals. 

Gibson explained that Kentucky is one of the first states to launch the CEO, thanks to the 

support of Kentucky Department of Education Commissioner Terry Holliday. Other states included in the 

program are Michigan and Illinois along with four additional states – New York, Ohio, District of 

Columbia, and West Virginia. The program is in its second year and 44 districts across Kentucky are 

implementing this helpful benefit to local families. In the school year 2014-2015, all schools nationwide 

that meet the 40 percent threshold can participate. 

Gibson works hard to meet the strict standards in planning menus and selecting nutritious and 

tasty foods for students in a cost effective manner. As a former regional director of the Kentucky Schools 

Nutrition Association, she began lobbying Congress ten years ago to move in this direction, since she is 

so aware of the nutritional needs of local children.       

Not only is proper nutrition an important ingredient in helping children learn. Academic 

standards are the primary focus on the Wayne County Schools campus. In fact, numerous learning 



strategies are underway to help students work towards meeting national standards, rather than being 

comparable to state averages, which has been the case in the past. 

 The Comprehensive District School Plan reflects the work of an impressive committee of Wayne 

County School educators who established the vision that “every graduate is a 21st Century Learner that 

is college, career, and life ready.” With that in mind - multiple data, strategies, and activities with 

expected progress were studied and addressed by the school colleagues in order to implement this 

higher way of thinking.   

 The guiding principle of this plan is backed by a “Universal Culture for Learning Success” that 

applies to all employees and students of the Wayne County School district. Everyone is treated with care 

and respect, they can always feel safe, everyone is continually progressing in their studies and work, 

support and help is readily available, and everyone matters and contributes to student learning. 

 With the culture in place, students and staff will benefit from several new initiatives that will 

benefit the quality of learning on the local campus, this school year. Traditional classrooms are being 

replaced by more creative thinking classrooms. Teachers will be setting up clever prompts mirroring real 

life situations that make learning more meaningful. As a result of these efforts, students will be asked to 

be better thinkers and problem solvers.  

 “Students will receive engaging, thought provoking and rigorous instruction on a daily basis 

through Arts/Humanities, practical living, career studies, writing and technology practices with literacy 

strands being embedded across all content,” explained Director of Instruction Winona Griggs. “Frequent 

analysis of student learning and teacher instruction will provide data and feedback that will show visible 

growth and success of both the student and the teacher.” 

 “Continuous learning and communication by students, teachers, and parents will be what makes 

this year’s plan a success for everyone,” Griggs told the board, as she referred to a variety of new 

initiatives.  

 Wayne County Schools are currently amongst the most advanced districts in their Continuous 

Instructional Improvement Technology System (known as CIITS) progress with the entire staff already 

trained in this initiative. 

 In addition, Wayne County High School and Walker Elementary are amongst the 53 pilot schools 

across the state who are implementing a plan called Professional Growth and Effective Systems. And at 

Bell Elementary, teachers are participating in Project Base Learning, which helps them present advanced 

ways of engaging students. These are just a handful of the many perks students will reap the rewards 

from this school year. (For more information about the Comprehensive District Improvement Plan, go to 

the school website at www.wayne.kyschools.us  and scroll down the left hand column under Quick Links 

on the home page.) 

 In other business: 

http://www.wayne.kyschools.us/


 *Approved the lowest bid from Conley Gregory Construction for the Wayne County softball field 

lighting project. 

 *Approved payment for various purchase orders related to the middle school addition project 

which will accommodate sixth graders this fall. 

 Before adjourning the board toured the impressive new middle school addition which will be 

finished in time for the new school year, as well as new modern modular classrooms which are part of 

Walker Elementary. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

  

      

     


