
21ST CENTURY PROGRAM RECEIVES SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
AT JULY DISTRICT BOARD MEETING 

 

Special Recognition- 
          Wayne County Schools 21st Century Coordinator Katherine Kidd shared 
highlights of the seventh local summer camp she directed which has 
continually proven to boost student learning. She and her team of educators 
and teen leaders once again provided a unique and thought provoking four-
week camp that kept elementary and middle school students engaged in 
valuable learning experiences. Student performance data validates this 
enrichment experience that keeps students from losing ground academically 
over the summer, and in some cases even progressing a grade level or two in 
subjects like Reading. 

          The students in grades three-five based their studies on a novel they 
enjoyed reading together titled “Gabriels’s Horses” set in 1864 that revolved 
around a slave boy that helped take care of Civil War soldiers’ horses on a 
farm near Lexington, Kentucky. The 12-year-old boy hoped to become a 
jockey someday, as his father was a thoroughbred horse trainer. The students 
learned real life experiences through the pages of the book about 



consequences that happen that you do not want to happen, reconciling 
differences, and finding common ground and solutions.   

          The older group of summer campers in grades six-eight tied their 
studies to a mystery novel titled, The City of Ember, which is the first book in a 
series of novels written by New York Times Bestselling author Jeanne 
DuPrau. In the novel citizens of Ember beginning at 12-years-old are assigned 
work in an underground world. Spin offs from the book involved some very 
interesting field trips to places like: the South East Energy Cooperative at 
Burnside, a tour of the interior of Wolf Creek Dam where engineers can press 
a button to release the flood gates to circulate water through the turbine to 
produce power, and the Louisville Science and Energy Museum. 

          The students immediately made the connection in the book about the 
wet underground environment where the generator was located with the visit 
to the nearby dam. In fact, Kidd said she heard the students “chatter, chatter, 
chatter about the book while touring the dam,” which was like music to her 
ears. 

          Ms. Kidd makes all kinds of teachable moments happen for our 
students and we are grateful she is such a great educational architect.   

 



21st Century Program Coordinator Katherine Kidd spoke to The Board about 
the amazing response to the program 

 

   

                    A PowerPoint presentation gave visuals to those attending the 
meeting of the activity’s students are participating in at 21st Century Summer 

Camp 
 


