Adult Education Director Bill Roberts shared some of the history when the center was
started in the mid 1970’s, while bringing them up to date with the many tasks he and his staff
perform today which include help with: GED, ESL, computer classes, college prep for their
students and high school students, work keys testing, court referrals, and drug court referrals.
They provide books and online programs that students can use for instruction.

“We feel that we are important to our community and schools because the educational
level of parents are powerful educational role models for their children,” said Roberts. “We
serve students age 16 and up. Last year our oldest graduate was 50 and this year’s oldest age is
39.”

At press time, Roberts expected close to 50 students would be receiving their GED’s this
month. In 2011, there were 60 GED recipients and 52 in 2010. Statewide, there are 8705 GED
graduates to date. In 2011 there were 10,715 and in 2010 there were 9,958.

“Last year we enrolled 280 students. Students must complete 12 hours to be enrolled,”
noted Roberts. “Enrollment includes a placement test, TABE. Students have a diverse
background and can bring knowledge from life experiences that help them. Some say they
completed the 11% grade and don’t do very well and some say they completed the gt grade
and can do well. Math is the one common area that is difficult.”

Adult students have many barriers that prevent success, according to Roberts. For
instance, he explained that some of their students have home responsibilities, some have jobs,
spouses and family who are not supportive, low confidence, and fear of being too old hinder
success.

But, Roberts explained the importance of helping adults achieve their educational
goals, both in the county and across the state. “Individuals without a high school diploma are
more likely to be unemployed, three times as likely to live in poverty, and eight times as likely
to be incarcerated,” he said.

Currently the GED test takes over seven hours to complete and includes: math, writing,
social studies, science and language arts reading. The paper and pencil test fee is $60, however
some sights will begin computer based testing this month. Roberts feared that it may difficult
for some of the students to pay for the new computerized test that will cost $120 in January
2014.



Adult Education Director Bill Roberts discusses program



W(C Adult Educational instructors who were in attendance at the board meeting included (L-R)
Melissa Conn, Jeannie Hoskins and Beth Stinson

Adult Education Director Bill Roberts explained the services at the facility, as he addressed
school board members.
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Head Mechanic Mike DeRossett pointed out equipment at the garage to Paul Dunnington



Mike DeRossett explains mechanic issues to board members






