
BOARD OF ED RECOGNIZES MAT CARDS WRESTLING 
SEASON, COMPLETE WITH A STATE CHAMPION! 

 
         Once again, Wayne County made a strong showing at the KHSAA 
State Tournament last month held in Lexington at the Kentucky Horse 
Park. The local team has an elite reputation that includes more than 20 
appearances to the state tournament, under the direction of Coach 
Danny Upchurch, over the past 35 years. The Mat Cards make a habit of 
playing the big schools on a regular basis each season. They also play 
smaller schools. In fact, Coach Upchurch had to help nearby McCreary 
Central and Whitley County get wrestling programs started. 

This season, the Mat Cards finished the state tournament with 
their 10th state champion in the wrestling programs history. Coach 
Danny Upchurch is amongst the most respected wrestling coaches in 
the state of Kentucky, as well as at the national level. In fact, he ranks in 
third place nationally in coaching the most dual meet victories at 877. 
He is currently assisted by Tyler Simpson who does a super job for the 
athletes and is very dedicated to the program. 

Several of the most successful wrestlers in the program were 
recognized at the Board Meeting. Senior Jacob Dodd finished his career 
third on the all-time win list with a remarkable record of 248 wins. 



Senior JD Criswell finished his career fourth on the all-time win list with 
an impressive 237 wins. They fell only one match short of the top eight 
at state and they will be greatly missed next year. 

Congratulations to Sophomore Jonathan Gregory who placed 8th in 
the 220 lb. wt. class and Sophomore Christian Denney who placed fifth 
in the 285 lb. wt. class at state. 

Junior Cagen Wallace won the 113 lb. State Championship with a 
record of 57-0. Cagen defeated a Taylor County Junior by a 5-2 decision 
in the finals. 

The crowning moment came one year after Cagen fell to a 
Woodford County wrestler 4-2 in overtime of the 106-pound finals. He 
entered that match 55-0. 

He was one of only four wrestlers this season to finish unbeaten 
in the state. 

   

 

State Champion Cagen Wallace speaks to Board Members and guests about 
the successful wrestling season 



 

Senior JD Criswell accepts a certificate from Board Chairperson Donna 
Blevins 

 

Senior Jacob Dodd accepts a certificate from Board Chairperson Donna 
Blevins 



 

Jonathan Gregory accepts a certificate from Board Chairperson Donna 
Blevins 

 

Christian Denney accepts a certificate from Board Chairperson Donna Blevins 



 

Cagen Wallace accepts a certificate from Board Chairperson Donna Blevins 

 

(L-R): Wrestling team member Cagen Wallace, JD Criswell, Jacob Dodd, 
Jonathan Gregory, and Christian Denney 

 


