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ATC Principal John Kinnett shows Board Member Paul Dunnington different peices of
equipment in the shop

ATC teacher Mark Burke demonstrates how an older engine works
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ATC Automotive teacher Mark Burke points out modules on the screen diagnostics

ATC hosts March Board of Education meeting

Automotive Technology Department spotlighted

Wayne County Area Technology Center Principal John Kinnett welcomed the members
of the Wayne County Board of Education to the local school where high school students benefit
from a variety of vocational studies, with an emphasis on career readiness. During the monthly
March meeting, Kinnett explained that the ATC offers industry certifications by programs which

include: Automotive Technology, Construction Carpentry Technology, Machine Tool
Technology, Office Technology, Accounting and Finance, Health Sciences and Welding
Technology.

Kinnett reported an enroliment of 571 students in the fall and 583 students in the spring
for the present school year. There were 30 students who earned nationally recognized industry
certification in 2010-2011. When speaking about the Program Assessment area, Kinnett was

pleased to share the ATC’s overall score of 3.77, with the score of 4 in 12 of the 17 standards.
The ATC offers a variety of certifications, as well as dual credit with KCTCS.

The ATC featured the Automotive Technology Department during the monthly board

meeting. Instructor Mark Burke shared one of the newest pieces of equipment —VERUS, an

integrated diagnostic information system — where high school students are learning to make car
repairs through the latest industry computerized scanner machine. It is a modern onboard
diagnostic wireless system which was purchased through the school’s Perkins Grant. It is



comparable to the laptop touch screen computers that car dealerships use to perform repairs
with and can cover European, domestic and Asian automobiles.

Burke is proud to be able to offer instruction to students with the new equipment. He
explained that his technological savvy students enjoy using it because they are comfortable
using iPads and software apps which parallel the car repair equipment system. In fact, they

can’t wait to use the new advanced computer software program when they come to class each
day.

Burke is pleased to report that 13 Auto Tech students have passed National Automotive
Student Skills Standards of Assessments for fall of 2012. The test was developed by the National
Institute for Automotive Service Excellence, ASE. Students were tested in the following areas:
Suspension and Steering, Brakes, Electrical/Electronic Systems, Engine Performance, and
Heating/Air Conditioning. ASE Certification is widely accepted and recognized as the standard
industry credential for automotive professionals.



