
BOARD OF EDUCATION MARCH MEETING 

  

          The Wayne County School Academic Team Governor’s Cup finalists 
were recognized during the March monthly board of education meeting at the 
conclusion of all three team’s seasons. 

          The newly formed Monticello Elementary Team recently hosted the 
District Governor’s Cup on Saturday, February 27, with much of the staff 
attending and helping with officiating, refreshments, and various duties to 
accommodate the three schools competing.  Several students advanced to 
regional play held at Greensburg Intermediate School in Green County which 
included: Aralyn Phillips (who placed second in Language Arts at District), 
Jenna Morrow (who placed first in Math at District), Sydney Alley (who placed 
fifth in Language Arts at District), Jacob Haynes (who placed first in Science 
at District), Kamryn Hancock (who placed first in Social Studies at District), 
and the quick recall team (who placed second at District). At the regional 
meet, two elementary students medaled which included: Jacob Haynes, who 
placed fourth in Science and Kamryn Hancock who placed fifth in Social 
Studies. Elementary Academic Teams do not advance to state competition. 
They are coached by Tammye Sumpter and Sylvia Hicks, who put in many 
hours practicing with the team and are very proud of their team members. 
          The Middle School Academic Team started out strong this year by 
winning first place at the 6th Grade Academic Showcase on December 5, after 
the regular league season.  Wayne County Middle School Academic Team 
placed first overall at District Governor’s Cup Academic Team competition. 
That event was somewhat of a milestone for the team since it was the best 
they had performed as a team overall at Governor’s Cup since 2012. Two 
years ago, they had two individuals go to state so they were delighted to have 
another student reach state competition.  
          On January 30th the local team got to compete at district with the 
following school systems: Casey County, Russell County, and Somerset 
Christian.  Wayne County Quick Recall came in third and did not get to 
advance to regionals; however, the Future Problem Solving Team and the 
following students were able to make the cut and advance to regionals on 
February 13th in Monroe County.  

          The Future Problem Solving Team came in second place and includes: 
Ethan Huffaker, Shawna Brown, Abby Smith, and Hayden Ballinger. Their 
prompt was based on “disappearing languages” and the team worked through 
a process of six different steps to determine a solution. They used a specific 



writing style as they brainstormed challenges, created solutions, and 
determined an overall plan. 

          Several students excelled in the individual categories that helped 
accumulate points for the team at district, as well. Cole Bell came in second in 
Math. Ethan Huffaker came in first in Science and second in Language Arts. 
John David Rains came in second in Social Studies. Kaylee Higginbotham 
came in third in Social Studies. Emmersen VanNice came in fourth in 
Language Arts and fourth in Written Assessment. Jacob Neal came in third 
place in Arts and Humanities. Calista Kulpa came in first in Written 
Composition. 

          Following the regional competition, John David Rains, a sixth grader, 
scored high enough to advance to state in Social Studies. Even though he 
was up against older competitors he has already excelled to the highest level. 
He competed at the state competition in Louisville on March 21. He is 
coached by Johnette Warner and Lindsey Aguilar. 

  

          The high school academic team participated in district Governor’s Cup 
competition and then went on to host the regional competition with about a 
dozen teams participating. Several students advanced to region which 
included: Israel Rains, Hannah Stonewall, Rachel Bertram, and Mahaley 
Powell. 

After a long day of competition, Israel placed fifth in Language Arts and 
Hannah placed second in Arts/Humanities advancing to the state. Hannah 
had reached the state level last year, as well. They had the honor of 
competing in Louisville on March 20. 

          WCHS Coaches Jared Criswell and Jeremy Barnett are very proud of 
Hannah and Israel who did a great job representing their school at state. 

          “They deserve any praise coming their way and deserve some 
relaxation time after working so hard in competition. All of our academic team 
students are exceptionally bright and work very hard in competition.  That 
competition is pretty fierce, so advancing to state is no small endeavor.  It's 
difficult but definitely worth it,” said Coach Criswell. 

          “We have practiced as much as possible, but students have to juggle 
participation in other events as well as work and school schedules.  So, it 
takes a special commitment to be a productive team member at the high 
school level,” explained Coach Criswell. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



  

 

 


