Special Recognition-

Wayne County Middle School seventh grader Braydon Denney spoke to the board about his
experience as an “A” list actor in a soon to be released film called “The Better Angels”. Denney was cast
in the Hickory Productions movie after being discovered through a lengthy casting search at Wayne
County Schools, as well as schools across the state. After the casting crew interviewed and auditioned
thousands of students, Brayden was cast in the lead role of a young Abraham Lincoln. Several trailers, a
television interview, and positive review were shared with the board members. The scenes revealed the
stunning beauty of natural settings of the black and white cinematography meant to be seen on the big
screen.

In a review by Kim Voynar, written after the Sundance Festival where the movie was first shown,
specifically mentioned the Wayne County Middle School students. “But it’s young Braydon Denney, who
plays Abe Lincoln in the tale, who most stood out for me, perfectly capturing the dreamy intellect that
conveys the introspective mind of the boy who would grow to be one of our nation’s greatest leaders.”

Braydon was happy to accept a certificate, a journal, and a pair of sunglasses in recognition of
his humbleness and dedication to the making of the movie, which afforded him a very unusual
opportunity and unexpected nest egg for college.









