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 Wayne County High School Media Specialist Carol Ford shared a variety of technology and media 

resources available to students, as well as some interesting data that shows how valuable the library is 

to its users, during the recent Wayne County Board of Education monthly meeting. The Wayne County 

High School Library has had 10,106 circulations from the start of school until February 16, which is a 

remarkable number of books being checked out.  

“That averages to a book in the hands of a high school student every 4.8 minutes,” noted Ford. 

Another staggering statistic is that 122,518,285 words have been read by Wayne County High 

School students and assessed through the Accelerated Readers computerized program this school year. 

The average reading level of assessed books by WCHS students is at a high of 6.3 (which does not 

correspond to grade level), compared to the average level of reading materials printed for the general 

public at 4-5. 

 Ford is in her 14th year serving Wayne County High School students. After serving as department 

chair of the English Department where she taught six years and served as Writing and Reading Leader; 

she became the media specialist seeing dramatic changes in the library as students have entered the 

digital age requiring more and more electronic resources. Besides maintaining the library; she has 

become everything from the media fix it person to providing professional development in Writing, 

Reading and Media areas to creating bulletin board displays to hosting special events. She currently 

serves as the Writing/Communications Program Review Committee Chairperson. 

 Ford was pleased to report that the high school media center houses 20 desktop student 

workstations, 16 laptops, 6 MacBooks, 30 iPods on a cart, and a collection of iPads loaned to AP 

students and others for teacher checkout.   

 Ford shared the knowledge she has gained during these changes in communications by first 

showing the board members how to access Destiny, an online catalog, circulation, and software 

management system from Follett. Users may search for resources in any of the district’s library media 

centers by going to the school district website at www.wayne.kyschools.us.  Once you are on the home 

page click Staff and then click Destiny-Library. Students can find a highly graphic web interface showing 

the top 10 books and new arrivals highlight titles.  The program displays title details, which can include 

any cataloged digital media, educator-approved websites, eBooks and other resources.  Destiny lets 

patrons post and share reviews, providing safe, monitored social networking opportunities too.  

Ford also spoke about Lexile levels which are reading levels (based on word frequency and 

sentence length) assigned to texts. “On our online catalog, Destiny, many of our materials have Lexile 

levels assigned to them. Some state reading assessments will measure students’ Lexile levels based on 

the performance on those exams. “ 



 Another resource primarily managed through the school media centers is Renaissance Place, a 

comprehensive online academic resource for early literacy, Reading, and Math. This resource contains 

popular programs on the Wayne County campus like: STAR Early Literacy, STAR Reading, and STAR 

Math, as well as Accelerated Reader. 

 The Kentucky Virtual Library is yet another resource that gives students a wealth of information 

through any internet connection. Wayne County Schools subscribes to this resource for its students and 

teachers to have access to several databases that provide academically rich resources. Visit Ford’s page 

on the website at the high school to easily access the Kentucky Virtual Library or go to www.kyvl.org. 

 “It’s like walking into the University of Kentucky’s digital library,” said Ford. 

 In addition, the Media Specialist recommended visiting www.ket.org/encyclomedia to access 

everything from Discovery Education to KET ED on Demand to PBS-On Demand. Discovery education has 

more than 125,000 learning objects- videos, interactive images, as well as many other resources- for 

teachers and students at Kentucky’s public schools and colleges of education. The KET Teachers’ Domain 

contains an extensive library of P-12 classroom and PD resources from KET, WGBH/Boston, and other 

producers. It is open to all Kentucky teachers, students, parents, and community members. It includes 

self-paced PD modules, video clips from NOVA, Frontline, Design Squad, Between the Lions, and more. 

PBS-On Demand brings together the best of public media, produced specifically for educators, from PBS, 

WGBH, and over 55 public media partners. High quality content tied to Common Core and national 

curriculum standards is freely available to all educators as a basic service.          

http://www.kyvl.org/
http://www.ket.org/encyclomedia
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Media Specialist Carol Ford discusses Destiny which is a resource for students 



 

Media Specialist Carol Ford presents a program to the board 



 

Media Specialist Carol Ford shares the Top Ten Books at Wayne County High School 


