Special Recognition-

Wayne County Governor’s Cup Academic Team competition is underway, following the
fall league play. Wayne County students have been very conscientious this year and have two
middle school students already headed to state, while three high school students competed at
their regional competition.

WCHS Academic Coach Jared Criswell heads up the high school team, with the help of
fellow language arts teacher Jeremy Barnett. Mr. Criswell is in his fourth year as a Language
Arts teacher and is a former WC Academic Team member. He is a natural for the job since he
has fond memories of being on the academic team from 5t grade all the way until graduation
in 2006. He had the good fortune of growing up during the Virginia Southard era, when she was
the authority on academic team play. He especially enjoyed playing on the quick recall team
and future problem solving team, so he brings a wealth of knowledge to his team. Mr. Criswell
delivered certificates to: Rachel Bertram, Jenny Li, and Stephen Loveless for their district
advancement to regional competition. They were unable to attend the Board Meeting because
they were at the Regional competition the same night

The Board was also honored to have the two WCMS Academic Team Coaches with
them. Johnette Warner is in her second year of teaching at WCMS, after previously teaching in
Boone County. She teaches language arts and especially enjoys working with the FPS team. She
has one of the most loving and upbeat attitudes towards her students and fellow staff
members. On Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, this semester, you can also find her working
for the gifted program in the 21° Century After School Program where she teaches Odyssey of
the Mind, where students create their own dramatic project.

She was joined by Co-Coach Marsha Bertram, a sixth grade writing teacher in the
Language Arts Department. She is a veteran academic coach that Wayne County is fortunate to
have working with their students. She worked as a Language Arts teacher for six years at
Monticello and co-coached the middle school academic team for five years, so she brings a lot
of good experience to the team. She especially enjoys working with the Quick Recall team. She
also works in the 21 Century After School program where she taught drama last semester and
is currently teaching origami and a comic book reading club.

Wayne County is fortunate to have both of these talented ladies teaching the middle
school children and going the extra mile for the academic team and 21° Century program.

They introduced Wayne County Middle School students— Taylor Davis and Rachel Rains,
who shared their Academic team accomplishments.



