By Linda Jones
Wayne County Schools

Wayne County Schools Cross Country Coach Kevin Jones was recently recognized at the
Wayne County Board of Education for one of the strongest seasons on record for the varsity
cross country program, while highlighting the athletes on both the girls and boys varsity teams.

Jones is currently in his 19" year of teaching in the Wayne County system with the last
17 years at the Lake Cumberland Boys Camp teaching in the Special Education Department and
currently serving as the Science teacher.

Not only has Jones been a dedicated teacher, but, his coaching career has stretched across
a variety of sports at Wayne County Schools. He is a great motivator, hard worker, and has a
special ability to guide athletes in a quiet constructive manner. In fact, he has quietly been
building a wonderful Cross Country Program for both girl and boy runners over the past ten
years.

He has been able to share his experience in cross country having been a two-year state
championship qualifier in high school, while also running one-year collegiately at Lindsey
Wilson College on the first team that they had in over 50 years.

You might say the cross country program has come of age since this season has been the
most successful year to date. This year’s motto was that there are three things that can be
controlled everyday — attitude, effort, and actions to be a great teammate.

“It’s easy to be average,” Coach Jones told his runners. “It’s hard to be great....but it’s
well worth the effort.”

Cross country is a hard sport involving lots of miles and athletes being exposed to poor
weather conditions at times. “It is not for everybody, but everybody gets the same opportunity.”

So, it is significant to realize that in the last four years, the boy’s team has had one
Regional Runner-up and three consecutive Regional Championships, which is a school record.

This season, the boys team has been consistently ranked in the top ten all season long.
The team’s competitiveness was questioned at the start of the season because they had lost two
regional winners in Trevor Shearer and Quentyn Parmley, however, the team overcame the odds
and pulled out the most regular season invitational and meet wins in school history (seven). They
had the top five finishes at the Greater Louisville Classic and the Lexington Catholic
Invitational. The region champs finished eighth at the state meet with two male runners breaking
their personal record times. Three of the runners made All-Region which included: Cameron
Howard, Zachary West, Zachary Tucker. All seven of the boy runners were in the top 14 at the
Region, with five placing in the top 10. The coach especially thanked Seniors Josh McGinnis and
Andrew Dobbs for helping build valuable relationships on the team.

This fall the girls also had their most successful season. The girl’s accomplishments came
toward the end of the season. The squad started out with three returning runners and they added
two new runners. A lot of the team’s success in recruiting can be attributed to Captain Jennifer



Sawyer. They were named runners-up in the Cave Lake Fall Classic, third at the regional meet,
and 14" at the state meet, which was their highest finish ever. The girls continued to progress as
the season went on which was evident by four personal record times and one season best time at
the state meet. Kudos to Jennifer Sawyer and Savannah Parmley who made All-Region. Three of
the girls finished in the top nine at Region.

Coach Jones has had individual runners compete in six State Championships. Besides the
fast finishes over the years, Coach Jones was able to carve out a home base for his teams at Cave
Lake, a first class course where some of the top area competitions are now held, courtesy of local
resident Nick Cooley. The local program is scheduled to host the Super Regionals again next
year at the premier course. Another great accomplishment has been the establishment of an
elementary and middle school cross country program which feeds into the varsity program.

The future looks bright because the elementary numbers are good and the high school
girls will return all of their runners for next year’s team, while the high school boys will return
six of the top eight runners.

Jones expressed his gratitude to Superintendent Wayne Roberts for serving on a
committee to bring more equality to the school district’s ‘Olympic Sports’ several years ago. He
appreciated those efforts because he believes the cross country and several other sports programs
are now reaping the rewards from those actions.

Once cross country season concludes, Coach Jones moves onto the basketball court
where he will be starting his 20" year coaching in the Boys’ Basketball program. In addition, he
will start his fourth year in the Track and Field program this spring. He has also served as the
head baseball coach and an assistant for several years in the football program.



Coach Kevin Jones talked about the girls and boys cross country program in front of the board




Girls Team (L to R): Savannah Parmley, Autumn Gregory, Jennifer Sawyer, Sarah

Gregory, Nicole Hesse

Boys Team (Front Row L to R): Josh McGinnis, Nathan West, Drew Bell, Zachary West,
Cameron Howard

(Back Row L to R): Andrew Dobbs, Zachary Tucker, Matthew Coomer, Corey Lewis, Kalep
Pitman, Coach Kevin Jones
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Matt Gumm of the Alliance Corporation discussed construction on the middle school addition



Architect Mike Sparkman explained the schematic design process to the board



