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Wayne County School Board members honored in January

(Jan. 17, 2013) — The students, faculty, staff and administrators of the Wayne County Schools
are recognizing Wayne County’s elected education leaders during January in Kentucky’s 18™
annual observation of School Board Recognition Month.

Board Chairperson Patty Roberts, Vice Chairperson Donna Blevins, Melissa Upchurch,
Larry Muse, and returning member Perry Elam are among the 872 school board members being
honored across the Commonwealth this month by 174 local school districts.

Wayne County School Board members do far more than show up at one meeting a
month, cast a few votes, pocket their total compensation of $75 and go home. In fact, the public
might be very surprised to know about the hours of preparation, of questions, of discussion of
options and sometimes differences of opinion that board members are involved in for all of the
issues that come up at every meeting and work session — not to mention all of the time they
volunteer inside the schools doing everything from working at concession stands to attending
special student events to mentoring students at Operation Preparation.

The Wayne County School District is working in a new state school assessment system
that has given some good measurements as well as some challenges when the scores came out in
October. A school report card appears on the school district website at www.wayne.kyschools.us
where a wealth of information can be found about student assessment.

The board members are key players with the teachers and principals as they work to
move every child to proficiency in learning skills. They have spent countless hours gaining an
understanding of the new accountability system to prepare themselves to make the decisions that
will support districtwide improvement.

The Wayne County Board members received certificates during January’s monthly board
of education meeting to thank them for working with the Wayne County School District in such
a selfless manner.
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