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The Wayne County Board of Education unanimously approved a proposal
required by law to redefine the five districts that represent each of the board of
education seats currently occupied by nine members due to the incorporation
of the Monticello Independent School District into the Wayne County School
system.

The newly established lines were drawn based on an even distribution of the
population and are not based on geographic size.

“The goal was to only have a ten percent deviation in population from district
to district,” explained Wayne County School Board Attorney Gordon Germain.
“We took maps from the Property Valuation Administration office revealing the
Monticello Independent School District and the Wayne County School District
boundaries and worked on the new design with the Lake Cumberland Area
Development District.



“The best part of the new lines is that none of the precincts had to be split,” so
that will streamline the voting process, added Germain.

Some of the newly established county districts only changed slightly, while
others were shifted more geographically. The center of the map where the
entire city school district had been located was absorbed into each of the new
Wayne County School districts. Each of the board members examined the
maps showing how the new lines had been drawn.

The city school district lines should not be confused with the city limit lines,
which primarily fell outside the small defined city school district.

The newly established school districts are as follows:

*District One which is currently represented by Larry Muse
changed the least because it did not touch the former city school district. The
district includes: Mill Springs, Kelly, Union, and Steubenville precincts.

*District Two currently represented by Melissa Upchurch
encompasses the largest geographic area with a lot of rural territory. This
district absorbed some of the former District Four on the southern side. It
includes the following precincts: Big Sinking, Barrier, Cooper and Powersburg.

*District Three is currently represented by Perry Elam. The new
district took in Monticello Number Three precinct. It includes Beech Valley and
Oil Valley all the way into town to Main Street.

*District Four currently represented by Patty Roberts now
incorporates Monticello Number Two precinct, but it lost Powersburg. The
district lost part of its territory in the south, but gained slightly on the north
side. Precincts at Stop, Mullentown, and Elk Creek are included in the new
district.

*District Five is currently represented by Donna Blevins. This
district picked up Monticello 1 and Monticello 1A in the western section of the
Monticello Independent School District. Collets Hill and Eadsville precincts fall
in this district.

The local board of education seats will eventually return to five seats mirroring
school boards across the state. “The statute provides for it to become five
members through the natural cycle of elections,” said Germain.

Two of the four-year term board seats will be up for election in 2014. So,
several of the board members’ who will now fall in District Three will have to
consider running for re-election in November 2014. The District Four seat will
also be voted upon in November 2014. The remaining districts (One, Two,



and Five) will be placed on the 2016 ballot. In January 2017, the board of
education will be back to five members, who will begin serving the school
district.

Wayne County School Superintendent John Dalton thanked School Board
Attorney Germain for his work on establishing the newly drawn lines for the
school district.

School Board Attorney Gordon Germain and Superintendent John Dalton
discussed the new district lines
Click here to see final map



https://www3.wayne.kyschools.us/userfiles/162/Wayne_school_districts_Final%20Map.pdf

