WAYNE COUNTY SCHOOLS HONOR LEADERS DURING
SCHOOL BOARD RECOGNITION MONTH
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Kentucky has again observed January as School Board Recognition Month
and Wayne County Schools joined in the celebration.

Members of the Wayne County JROTC Battalion Staff and Company attended
the Wayne County Board of Education monthly meeting on January 16™ to
help recognize the board members.

Battalian Commander C/LTC Michael D. Philpot spoke to the board members
about their duties and responsibilities.

“As a Wayne County school board member, you represent the very best of our
American democracy and its tradition of volunteerism. Your local community
has elected you to oversee two very important tasks: the education of its
children and the stewardship of the tax dollars that make public education
possible.”

“The General Assembly and Kentucky Board of Education have delegated
much of the responsibility for organizing and conducting educational programs
to local boards of education and to school councils. This means that boards
and councils are extensions of state government,” Philpot read.

He continued by listing some of the major duties of the board like: establishing
schools, managing funds and property, adopting a budget, and taking



necessary action to levy needed taxes - before thanking them for their
service.

Next, he presented Board Chairperson Patty Roberts with a certificate of
appreciation. Battalion X.0.C/Major Rachel E. Jones presented Vice
Chairperson Donna Blevins with a certificate of appreciation. These were
followed by the remaining board members who were also presented with
similar certificates for their contributions to the Wayne County School District
by the remaining cadets which included: Battalion S2- C/1LT Cayley Blevins,
Battalion S5- C/1LT Nicholas Kidd, Company Commander- C/1LT Brandon
Bunch, Platoon Leader- C/2LT Dakotah Raines, Platoon Leader- C/2LT
Chasity Adams, Platoon Leader- C/2LT DeeWaina Pyles, and Platoon
Leader- C/2LT Samantha Doss.

The local board is currently composed of nine board members which include:
Patty Roberts, Donna Blevins, Melissa Upchurch, Larry Muse, Perry Elam,
Michelle Flynn, Nancy Duncan, Shelia Stephenson, and Jerry Lair.

Board members are true partners in the work to ensure every child in every
classroom can experience high quality teaching and learning. They are
elected to their seats by the community for four-year terms and they are
elected on a rotating basis every two years during the even numbered years.
The Wayne County Board of Education is currently undergoing a transition
period back to a five-member board due to the incorporation of the former
Monticello Independent School District.

When considering how state and federal funding is shrinking, the Wayne
County School Board, as well as boards across the state, have faced
tremendous challenges in the past and most probably will in the future.

Across the Commonwealth, Kentucky’s 173 public school systems will use
January to recognize the work of the state’s nearly 862 local school board
members.

“The past several years have challenged school leaders — board members
and superintendents alike — to support continued academic progress,” said
KSBA President Durward Narramore, a member of the Jenkins Independent
Board of Education. “In 2013, Education Week’s Quality Counts report ranked
Kentucky in the Top 10. Our school board members played a role in that kind
of improvement. I’'m proud to be a local school board member in this state.”



JROTC Cadets with Superintendent John Dalton & Board Members



Battalion Commander Michael Philpot speaks
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Michelle Flynn accepts a certificate Platoon Leader C/2LT Chasity Adams



(L-R) Battalion Commander C/LTC Michael Philpot, Battalion S-2 C/1LT

Cayley Blevins, Battalion X.O. C/Major Rachel E. Jones, Platoon Leader

C/2LT Dakotah Raines, Inman, Platoon Leader C/2LT DeeWaina Pyles,

Platoon Leader C/2LT Chasity Adams, Platoon Leader C/2LT Samantha

Doss, Battalion S-5 C/1LT Nicholas Kidd, & Company Commander C/1LT
Brandon Bunch



