21ST CENTURY AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS RECOGNIZED AT
MONTHLY BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

During the state School Board Recognition Month, not only are board
members being recognized by the Kentucky School Board Association, but
Wayne County’s very own 215t Century Program showed their appreciation by
sharing some of the cooking class favorite recipes and samples of freshly
made cupcakes.

Katherine Kidd coordinates the successful 215t Century Program which
provides children in grades 3-8 with a valuable after school program and
summer camp. A huge variety of courses are offered through the after school
program, while the summer camp follows a theme with classes and field trips
woven together. Last summer the elementary kids enjoyed “Learning Real
World Lessons from Children’s Books” and the middle school students
focused on “Future Careers” for several weeks. During the after school
program, students fuel back up in the cafeteria with a generous snack and
then rotate amongst everything from homework help to yoga to chess club to
guitar to choir to yearbook staff — just to name a few of the many classes
offered.

The cooking class is always full with boys and girls who have learned
to make everything from: strawberry shortcake to homemade biscuits to
smoothies to a taco bake in muffin tins. Their dishes are so well prepared that
they are sometimes asked to share them for taste-testing special events.

Perhaps, the most popular class this year has been MinecraftEdu and
WCHS Art Video Instructor Tim Withers has been responsible for that. He



initially learned about the unique program from Wayne County’s IT
Department because they thought it would be a good educational tool for
students. So, Withers researched the software program and used it some at
the high school level, before being asked to teach it at the 215t Century
Program to younger students. He was even asked to teach a statewide
workshop for KET this summer to explain how to use MinecraftEdu to
teachers. The art video department has a good working relationship with KET
and they have recently given Wayne County Schools’ a shout out at the state
Kentucky School Public Relations Association conference, plus featuring a
photo of Withers teaching at the summer workshop in their magazine. For the
past several years, the local art videos have dominated the KET student video
online site, which really puts Wayne County Schools on the map. Jeff Gray, a
KET representative has visited and even provided a piece of equipment that
has been very helpful to Wayne County Schools’ video department.

Withers and advanced technology student Dalton Carter, a junior at
WCHS, shared the fun program that teaches students historical and cultural
facts and characters. Elementary students are particularly intrigued by the
MinecraftEdu after school class located in the computer lab. Futuristic
conversations are the norm as students ask the student assistants to teleport
them or inquire about what quest they are on.

Carter shared videos about MinecraftEdu complete with 215t Century
student testimonials. The local students reported on Arts and Humanities’
details they had learned by studying different cultures in different time periods
around the world. It also illustrated which skills the students mastered that
matched state required standards.



High school Arts and Humanities Teacher Tim Withers was assisted by Dalton
Carter to present his educational Minecraft program to the board



Mr. Withers explained how the standards matched cultural lessons in
MinecraftEdu



Dalton Carter showed how the actual game works



