
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS WERE RECOGNIZED AT 
JANUARY MEETING 

 
                Wayne County Schools are joining the state’s 172 other public school systems to mark 
Kentucky’s 20th observation of January as School Board Member Recognition Month. 
                Wayne County Schools began honoring their board members in December at the monthly 
board of education meeting when they held a reception in conjunction with the meeting. They were 
honoring three outgoing members of the board which included: Perry Elam with twelve years of service, 
Patty Roberts with ten years of service and Shelia Stephenson with seven years of service to the children 
of Wayne County. 
                Wayne County has had the largest board in the state with nine members, due to the merger of 
Monticello Independent School. However, the recent election where the districts were re-aligned 
narrowed the number of seats to seven beginning this month. So, the current board members include: 
Donna Blevins, Melissa Upchurch, Larry Muse, Nancy Duncan, Michelle Flynn, Jerry Lair, and newly 
elected member Whitney Smith. 
                The board members were recognized with certificates from Kentucky School Board Association 
President Allen Kennedy after being sworn into office during the monthly meeting on Thursday, January 
15th. Wayne County Superintendent Wayne Roberts thanked them for their service to 3,440 students 
currently enrolled in the entire Wayne County School district.      
                “When it comes to devotion to what’s in the best interest of our students, Wayne County is 
blessed with individuals who really care about the children of this community,” said Superintendent 
Wayne Roberts. 
                “Many people understand that our board is responsible for setting and balancing a $21 million 
general fund budget, establishing the directional policy for the school system, deciding on the school year 
calendar, and acting on concerns raised by the students, employees, parents and taxpayers in our 
community,” Roberts said. “However, most people have no concept of the countless hours each of our 
board members spend outside of their regular meetings; through trainings and workshops, attendance at 
student events, and listening to constituents.” 
                Allen Kennedy, president of the Kentucky School Boards Association and a two-term member 
of the Hancock County Board of Education, said local board members he has met in traveling the state 
put the emphasis in the right place. 
                “Every day, there are nearly 44,000 teachers and more than 678,000 students in 1,223 schools 
who are striving for a simple but dynamic goal: learning new and exciting concepts. They do that using 
the systems and the resources that are available because of the work of 871 men and women who make 



hard but necessary decisions,” Kennedy said. “There are many things in life we can’t control, but one 
thing for sure we can control, individually and as a board, is how hard we work to succeed.” 

  

 
New Board Member Whitney Smith took the oath of office. School Board Attorney Gordon Germain 

conducted the swearing in. 



 
Whitney Smith made her board membership official by signing the Kentucky Constitution oath and the 

statutory oath for a board of education member. 



 

Board member Nancy Duncan took the oath of office for her newly elected 
Wayne County Board member seat. She was not able to attend the board 

meeting due to a conflict, so she was sworn in on January 21. 



 

Ms. Duncan was recognized for her service to the board during school board 
member recognition month by Superintendent Wayne Roberts. 



 
Superintendent Wayne Roberts expressed the school district's appreciation to board members during 

January's Board Recognition Month 



 
The 2015 Board Members (left to right): Melissa Upchurch, Michelle Flynn, Whitney Smith, Donna 

Blevins, Jerry Lair, Larry Muse (not pictured: Nancy Duncan) 



 
Karen Gibson spoke about the nutrition activity report which was approved by the board 

 

Outgoing Board Members were recognized at December's Board meeting 
 
 



 

 
Patty Roberts served Wayne County for 10 years, both as a member and chairperson 



 
Perry Elam served 12 years on the Wayne County Board of Education, both as a member and 

chairperson 



 
Sheila Stephenson served local students 7 years 

 


