WCHS COMPUTER SCIENCE CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
SHARE WITH THE BOARD OF EDUCATION THE PROGRAM'S
SUCCESS

on T echnology Pathways
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The Wayne County High School computer education classes, which are part of the
Science Initiative through the Kentucky Department of Education, are making some
wonderful contributions to assist with help desk issues at the middle and high school
levels.

Fortunately, when Tech Director Johnny Chaplin and Principal Justin Alley began
searching last summer for a teacher with the appropriate background for the classes,
their search ended with High School English Teacher Marsha Bertram. She had
already earned a bachelor’s degree in Computer Science before changing to the
education field. That degree qualified Bertram to get an endorsement for computer
education added to her credentials allowing the high school to offer two computer
science pathways.

One pathway focuses on the building and servicing of computers. Even though we
are just opening the pathway, some students had already taken a beginning course
and are taking the second or third courses together. Those in the third year of this
pathway are the high school’s IT Help Desk students.

The second pathway concentrates on how computer programs work and how to
write computer code. Those in the third year course are enrolled in Advanced
Placement Computer Science Principles. If these students pass the AP exam at the
end of the year, they will receive college credit for the course.



IT jobs are growing at a rate much faster than a trained work force is being
provided, so Wayne County High School is being proactive in preparing students for
fields where jobs can be found.

Ms. Bertram and her students attended the January Board of Education meeting to
share what's going on with the classes. Students Colby Corder, Crystal Lair, and Cas
Powell were in attendance for the meeting. The teacher and student
combo presented a slideshow of information as well as several 3-D printed
objects and other items from the classes. The students all enjoy the work thoroughly,
and love the work they're doing.

"IT Help Desk is like a little family," Cas Powell commented on the situation. "We're
all really close and enjoy the company of one another. A big part of the class is
communication, as you have to be tactful with 'customers' and your peers in order to
take care of things. The bond we share is one built by working together everyday. It's
really cool what Mrs. Bertram and the school is doing with technology. When | took
the class considered the intro to this one last year, | had no idea I'd end up working
with all of the tech in the school. | couldn't be happier about it."

The hope is that next year not only with the IT students be handling the High School
and Middle School's tech, but interning at the other schools in the district, as well.

The slideshow Bertram presented at the Board of Education meeting.


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1e0_dKhGdi2byxJIa0hwGniCzOsJmJB0x
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Marsha Bertram presenting the slide with senior Computer Science student
Colby Corder

Marsha Bertram showing off her programming classes' coding kits



Colber Corder presents the robots which the classes are working with to the
Board

A maze printed by the Computer Science department's 3-D Printer



Wayne County students who are interested in the computer science classes
and attended the board meeting included: (I-r): Cas Powell, Eric McCartt,
Crystal Lair, Austin Gregory, Colby Corder



