WAYNE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION
MEMBERS SALUTED THIS MONTH

Across the state this month, local school board members, including those in
the Wayne County school district, will be saluted by their administrators,
faculty, staff, students and community members during Kentucky’s
observation of School Board Recognition Month.

Donna Blevins, Melissa Upchurch, Larry Muse, Nancy Duncan, and Whitney
Smith are among the 850-plus school board members in the state’s 173 local
school districts who will be singled out for their service in doing a job that has
become increasingly complex.

The Wayne County Board of Education shrunk back to a five-member board
this month, following several years of a merged board. Former Board
Members Jerry Lair and Michelle Flynn’s terms expired recently, due to the
end of the combined school district representation. Those two board members
were recognized for their service with plagues during the December Board of
Education meeting, following a reception in their honor.

Local board of education members serve four-year terms which are
staggered. Three of the board members are elected during the presidential
election year, while two years later, two of the board members are elected.

Academic standards. Achievement gaps. College and career readiness.
School safety. Athletics and extracurriculars. Policies of all kinds. Plus the
budgeting that undergirds it all. “These are just some of the areas local school



board members must understand because of their responsibilities,” said
Kentucky School Boards Association President Allen Kennedy, who chairs the
Hancock County school board.

“It's obvious from this list of examples that the job can’t be confined to the
hours of a school board meeting,” Kennedy said. “Local school board
members may spend hours of study before casting a vote, and spend time
talking to their constituents while at home or work.”

In addition, members of the Wayne County Board of Education must keep up
with changes in education laws and regulations, and devote time to their own
annual professional development and training.

‘I hope community members will take the time this month to thank the board
members elected to represent them,” Wayne County Schools Superintendent
Wayne Roberts said. “They are true partners with administrators, teachers
and staff in making sure that kids come first in this district.”
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Outgoing board members honored were: Michelle Flynn and Jerry Lair



School Board Attorney Gordon Germain administers the oath of office to
incoming board members Donna Blevins, Melissa Upchurch, and Larry Muse.
Whitney Smith and Nancy Duncan are already serving terms on the board.



